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Nixon's 

Home 

Improvement 

By Gaylord Shaw 

Associated Press 

San Clemente 
The Federal Government 
has spent more than $100,000 
for improvements at Presi- 
dent Nixon’s San Clemente 
estate since he bought it 
four years ago, records 
show. 

Most of the work was done 
in the name of presidential 
security. 

Much of it, however, has 
enhanced the value of the 
Oceanside property owned 
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by Mr. Nixon and a wealthy 
friend. New York industrial- 
ist Robert Abplanalp. - 
The federal investment of 
more than $100,000 was dis- 
closed in city building per- 
mit records and in subse- 
quent interviews with gov- 
ernment officials. 

The figure is nearly three 
times the $39,526 which the 
White House said during the 
weekend the government 
Had spent for improvements 
at the estate. 

The federally financed im- 
provements included the 
beach cabana, a redwood 
fence, a storage shed, and 
an electric heating system 
for the President’s home. 

These improvements are 
in addition to the $123,514 
which the White House said 
last week the Nixons have 
spent for improvements on 
their house and homesite. 

When asked about the ex- 
penditures, a White House 
spokesman said yesterday: 
“All of the work done at 


the Western White House as 
listed in the AP story was 
requested b y the Secret 
Service for the protection of 
the President. If the Asso- 
ciated Press has a recom- 
mendation to make lo the 
Secret Service as to how the 
President and his family 
should be protected, the AP 
should outline those sugges- 
tions at the same time that 
it, carries a story which im- 
plies that the President has 
improved his property at the 
expense of the government. 

A spokesman for the Se- 
cret Service in Washington 
said of the listings: “We rec- 
ommended all of those items 
for the compound.” 

The White House would 
not provide a breakdown on 
the $123,514 figure it gave on 
Friday in a statement dis- 
closing that Mr. Nixon had 
sold all but 5.9 acres of the 
29-acre tract to Abplanalp in 
December, 1970. 

The entire tract, including 
the portion owned by Ab- 
planalp, remains under 
Secret Service guard. 

And while the White House 
won’t say specifically which 
portion of the over-all tract 
is now owned by Abplanalp, 
it is apparent that some of 
the federally financed im- 
provements are on land he 
currently owns. 

IMPROVEMENTS 
An examination of records 
in the city of San Clemente’s 
building department and 
subsequent interviews with 
White House and other fed- 
eral officials disclosed that 
the improvements included: 

• A $42,500, eight-foot-tall 
brick and concrete wall 
stretching 1400 feet around 
three sides of the property. 
The White House did not in- 
clude the wall in its account- 
ing of federally financed im- 
provements, saying most of 
it was on Coast Guard pro- 
perty. But city officials say 
building permits are not re- 
quired for work on federal 
property, and one was ob- 
tained for the wall. 

• An $11,561, six-foot red- 
wood fence that extends 80C 
feet between the Nixon- 


Abplanalp property and the 
beach. 

• A $13,500 electric heal- 
ing system in the Nixon 
home, replacement for 
the previous heating system 
which officials deemed a 
“security risk.” 

• A $12,964 glass wind 
screen installed alongside 
the President’s swimming 
pool. The glass is one and 
one-fourth inches thick and 
is bulletproof. 

• A $3360 storage shed , 
with stucco walls to blend 
into the architecture of the 
President’s estate. 

• A $2000 cabana on the 
beach beneath Mr. Nixon’s 
house near a redwood cros- 
sover on the railroad tracks 
separating the beach from 
the estate. The crossover is 
complete with small red 
warning lights to signal if a 
trat^ is approaching. 

4 -Asphalt paving costing 
$1600 to link the President s 
home with his adjacent off- 
ices. 

• Three gazebos and a 
gatehouse costing $22,000 and 

used by security personnel 
who guard the presidential 
property. 

SUNRISE 

Most of the government- 
financed projects were un- 
dertaken as a part of what 
officials dubbed “Operation 
Sunrise” soon after Mr. Nix- 
on bought the property in 
mid-1969. 

In addition, city records 
included building permits 
for several projects appar- 
ently paid for by the Nixons. 

These included a swim- 
ming pool costing more than 
$5000. a ^replace in the 
President’s study costing an 
estimated $3099 and recent 
renovatiw di tbo kitchen 
costing an estimated $7000. 

The kitchen project, un- 
dertaken last November, in- 
cluded the purchase of two 
new sinks, two food warm- 
ers. a dishwasher, a clothes 
washer and dryer, a gar- 
bage disposal and another 
appliance which Records de- 
scribed as a “trash mash- 
er.” 


